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At Smile for a Lifetime 
Foundation it is our 
mission to create self-
confidence, inspire hope, 
and change the lives of 
children in our community 
in a dramatic way. The 
gift of a smile can do 
all this for a deserving, 
under-served individual 
who, in turn, can use this 
gift to better themselves 
and our community.

Spring is here! I think I speak for many who agree: it’s about time!

As I write this, our government is debating overhauling our healthcare industry. One thing that doesn’t 
need overhauling is our “dental industry.” For better or for worse (I believe BETTER!), our profession has 
done quite well running our own business. We’ve run a lean ship, knowing what’s in the best interest 
of our patients as well as our practices. One thing that has been difficult to address in orthodontics is 
“access to care.” There are many people in our society who simply cannot afford ANY type of dental 
work, much less something deemed ‘elective.’ That’s where the Smile For A Lifetime Foundation fills a 
much needed void. Now patients without means can receive free orthodontic treatment on a local basis 
through local orthodontists and their chapters. We, as a profession, helping people who need a “hand” 
rather than a “handout.”

It is also with great anticipation and excitement that we announce Ormco has become an official sponsor 
of Smile For A Lifetime! Ormco, the industry leader in orthodontic products, has teamed with the 
Foundation to make “access to care” even MORE of a reality. Through Ormco, and the materials they 
will provide, along with our other national media sponsor, Televox, S4L will be able to reach thousands of 
underserved kids across the United States. Forward thinking by forward looking companies. Looks 
to me like we’ve got quite a head start over the folks in Washington!
 

Sincerely,
David B. Carter, DMD

President - National Board of Directors
Smile For A Lifetime Foundation
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Letter from the President



TeleVox is pleased to announce  
Sophie Overton of Northwest Arkansas  
as the Orthodontic Spotlight Recipient
Being raised by her single mother who is employed as a teacher’s 
aid, Sophie is the oldest of three siblings, and is twelve years old. 
She attends McNair Middle School and is a straight A student.  

Sophie’s mother stated, “She [Sophie] will absolutely not smile with her mouth open. There were many tears 
shed before she would take the picture required to accompany the application. Sophie knows that I could 
not afford this on my own, but her nightly prayers showed no sign that she was giving up hope.”  

“We are excited to have Sophie as one of our first patient’s with our chapter of Smile for a Lifetime. Sophie 
is a beautiful young lady, but she did not like to smile before we started her treatment. Sophie had an early 
loss of some of her primary dentition with subsequent space closure. She also has a deep bite with 100% 
vertical overlap of her incisors. #10 is rotated distally about 60 degrees. We are going to regain space and 
correct the deep bite and the crowding,” states her orthodontic provider Dr. Darrin Storms.

Dr. Storms goes on to say, “It is a wonderful feeling to see her smile with her braces on and know that her 
confidence and self-esteem will be forever impacted by this treatment. She is very grateful for the opportunity 
that she has been given and we are looking forward to seeing her progress throughout treatment.

The national board of Smile for a Lifetime is pleased that Dr. Storms, Dr. Smith and Dr. Whitlock have joined 
forces to establish Smile for a Lifetime’s first Metropolitan Chapter.

“S4L is such a great concept. We have ‘donated’ services for years, but with out any organization. It was 

usually when the staff would hear about the patient’s story and we would discuss the idea of helping them 

out. Occasionally we would have a referring office send us a patient that had a need.

But with the advisory board concept, the patient’s need and desire is evaluated and there is some 

organization on who gets treatment and how much we are giving away.  We have become aware  

of patient’s that have true needs that we may never have been exposed to before.

The ‘Metropolitan Chapter’ consisting of the three of us has worked out much better than I had originally 

imagined. We have been able to serve many more people in our community. It has also given our offices  

a common goal of serving instead of ‘competing’ with each other.

The key is having a great Board that is willing to serve and evaluate the applications when they come in.  

We have an outstanding board.”

Thank you. 
Dr. Boyd Whitlock, Northwest Arkansas Metropolitan  Chapter
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Smile for a Lifetime Foundation and Ormco Partner to Provide  
Free Orthodontic Treatment to Underserved Kids in Need

Leading Manufacturer of State-of-the-Art Orthodontic Appliances  
to Donate Treatment Supplies through Exclusive Partnership 

Smile for a Lifetime is pleased to announce it has signed an exclusive arrangement with Ormco Corp. to help deliver pro bono orthodontic 
treatment services to underprivileged children throughout the country.

Ormco, a leading manufacturer of innovative orthodontic appliances and supplies, will provide products free of charge to orthodontists affiliated 
with Smile for a Lifetime to treat underserved children. E-mail Aimee Spencer at ASpence@S4L.org to find out more details and how your 
chapter can qualify.

“I’m thrilled to have such a well-respected company like Ormco understand the importance of giving,” said David B. Carter, DMD, national 
president of Smile for a Lifetime. “They are giving back in so many ways: to the lives they will change by sponsoring this charitable foundation 
and to our profession by helping the public see us as not only health care providers, but also as health care givers. In this, and many other 
ways, Ormco continues to be a truly visionary company.”

Ormco will donate a number of state-of-the-art appliances including the Damon® System, a combination of tie-less braces and high-tech 
memory archwires that help clinicians treat patients quickly and comfortably. Doctors also will have access to the Simpli5™ express aligner 
system through Ormco’s AOA Orthodontic Laboratory, which manufacturers customized appliances.

In addition, Ormco manufactures Insignia™ advance smile design, a combination of 3-D digital treatment planning software and custom-
designed brackets and wires tailored to a patient’s specific dental anatomy. 

Each year, Smile for a Lifetime reviews hundreds of applicants before selecting those who will receive treatment based on financial need, 
letters of recommendation, community involvement and special circumstances. To date, the organization has provided more than $2 million in 
orthodontic care for individuals who cannot afford treatment and may not have other opportunities to acquire assistance. 

“Ormco is a recognized leader in orthodontic supplies, ingenuity and education,” said Dr. Donald Montano, a long-time Smile for a Lifetime 
provider and chapter leader in California. “I have been a long-time user of Ormco products and am very pleased to have their support. While 
I’m happy for their support, I’m also not surprised. It’s what great companies do!”

Celebrating 50 years of providing innovative products and services, 
Ormco helps orthodontists deliver exceptional clinical results in 
the least amount of time and with the greatest patient comfort. 
The company is a subsidiary of Sybron Dental Specialties, Inc., a 
leading manufacturer of a broad range of value-added products 
for the dental profession, including the specialty markets of 
orthodontics, endodontics and implantology, and a variety of 
infection prevention products for use by the medical profession. 
For more information, visit www.ormco.com.

1717 West Collins Avenue, Orange, CA 92867
www.ormco.com • 800.854.1741 • 714.516.7400

“We are so proud to support the exceptional work that Smile for a Lifetime  

and their affiliated orthodontists around the country are doing to change  

the lives of children. A beautiful smile can literally transform the life of an 

individual, giving them the confidence they need to pursue their dreams.  

This isn’t just about straightening teeth; it’s about giving underserved  

children a chance at a happier, more successful future.”

—Ken Konopa, Ormco President



Welcome to Our Newest Board Member

Todd Blanton, Vice President of North American Sales 
for Ormco Corp., has been appointed to the Board of 
Directors of Smile for a Lifetime Foundation. Ormco is the 
exclusive orthodontic provider for Smile for a Lifetime.

With more than 20 years of experience working with 
orthodontists across the country, Todd has been a 
key contributor to Ormco’s reputation as a premier 
manufacturer of orthodontic equipment and appliances. 
He joined Ormco in 1989 as a sales representative in 
North Carolina before eventually serving as regional 
manager for the company’s Northeast and Southeast 
regions. In 2008, he was appointed to his current role.

He earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
resides in Charlotte, NC, with his wife, Lisa, and their two sons, Robert and Matthew.

YOUR NATIONAL 
BOARd Of dIRecTORs

Our Board Members are as 
diverse as the communities 

we serve; however, 
leadership and passion for 

community improvements are 
characteristics they all share.  

Dr. David B. Carter, President

Ms. Teresa D. Gast, 
CPA - Treasurer/Secretary

Jeff Behan

Todd Blanton

Dr. Mark L. Dake

Roger Hill

Kim Jenkins

S. Richard Levin, Esq.

LeeAnn Peniche

Dr. W. Ronald Redmond

Allison White

NATIONAL  
execUTIve  
dIRecTOR

Aimee Spencer

P.O. Box 17085

Jonesboro, AR  72403

ASpencer@S4L.org

Dear Smile for a Lifetime,
Thank you for giving me my braces! 
Dr. Storms and his team worked 
very hard to make sure everything 
was perfect. Now that I have braces, 
I smile with my teeth showing instead 
of closed lipped smiles. The other two 
girls who participated also seemed 
very happy as was I. Thank you so 
much and I appreciate what you did.
Thanks again! Sophie Overton

Dear Smile for a Lifetime Committee,

Words cannot begin t
o express how grateful 

we are to everyone involved in t
his wonderful 

organization. Monday was such a
n exciting 

day for Sophie. The kindness and h
ospitality 

everyone showed made the day so m
emorable. 

I want everyone to know how
 you have truly 

blessed us with t
his gift. We are so grateful.

Sincerely,

Heather Overton, Sophie’s Mom




